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From the NOBILITY, Barons & Commons of 


SCOTL AND, in the Year 1320, yet extant 
under all the Seals of the NOBILITY: 


DIRECTED TO 


Porsrg I o H N: 


; FP herein they declare their firm Reſolutions, to adhere to their King 


ROBERT Zh+ BRUCE, «as the Reſtorer of ths Safety, and 


| < Liberties of the People, and as having the true Right of 
Succeſſion: But withall, They notwithſtanding De. 
clare, T bat if the King ſhould offer to ſubvert © 
ther Cavil Liberties, they will diſowyn him 
as an Enemy, and chooſe another to be 
King, for their own Defence. 


— — 
Re 


Tranſlated from the Original, in Latine, as itis inſert by Sr. George 


ds. 


Mckenzie of Ro/ehaugh, in his Obſervations on Precedency, &c. 
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A Letter fom the Nobility , Barons avd Commors of SCOTLAND, as the 
Jear 1320, yt extant wider all the Seals of the Nobility , &c. | 


Anaiſſimo Patri in Cars ro Oour moſt koly Father in Chriſt, and onr 
ac Domino, Domino Joann, Joo obs, bythe Divineyenvidenay chief 
Divina P rovidentia Sacro- Clare Your _ Det __ —_ 
ſantz Rowanz & Unver- Farleof Fife, Thomas Randolph Earle of Aon 
falis Eccleſiz ſummo Pon- Lord of Nannia, and Annandale, Patrick = 
tifici, Filii ſui humiles & 7"; Kalco March, Malyfus Earle of Sree 
. : 4 id hern, Malcolm, Earle of Lennox, Ii il/;am Earle of 
devotl, Duncar.ue Comes de Rols. Magnus, Farl of C arthneſs , and Orkney, 


F'yfe, 7 horas Ranulpbi Comes Moraviz, 1: iam , Earle of Sutherland, Vi ater Stec,ard of 
Dominus Mariniz, & Vallis Anandiz, Pa- __ F: Fs de Soules, Buttelarius of Srorland 

4 Dumbar, Comes Marchiz, Me- Lord of prockin Docs I Ghe H gn 
tri 4166 ME , -h OT of Brechin, David de Graham, Ingelramus de 
lifus Comes de Strathern, AMalcoln:us CO- Unfravile, John de Monteith, Warder of the Countie 


mes de Levenox» Willieln:vws Comes de of Monteith, Alexander Frazer, Gilbert de Hays 


, X . - Conſtable of Scorlawd, Robert de Keith Is 
RET TOR We » Roterr de Kerth, Marishal of 
—__ - ag nus Comes Cathaniz & Orcadiz, Scotland, Henry de Santto-Claro, John de Graham, 
$1(16+17; 166 


k . p / 
Comes Sutherlandiz, Walte- p,.;d de L ynad{ay, Vi Uliam Oliphant, Patric: Ce 
71 Seneſcallus Scotiz» Wulliein:ws de Soules Graham, 5obn de Fenton, William de Abernethie, 
Buttelarius Scotiz » Jacokwe Dominus de me de weyms, W'ulliam de Monte-fixo Fergus, de 
Sens ta Moub ray Baned rdrofan , Enftachins de Maxvvel, William de 
D ow lgas y.- ET _—_ 4 PFamſay, William de Monte-alto, Allan de Mmarrays 
Dominus de Brechine, 'Uavi. de Grahame, Donald Camphel, Fohn Camburn, Reginald le Chene 
Alexander de Seton, Andrew de Leſce!/yne, and 


Tnoelarmus de Umfravile, ſoanres de Men- ; 
Alexander de Straten. And the reſt of the Barons and 


reith Cuſtos Comiratus de Ment erth, A- free-holders, and whole community, or Commons 
lexander Frazer » Gulbertus de Haija Conſta- of;he j; ingdom of Scotland, Send all manner of 
bularius Scotiz » —_— —_ _ wa _ py 99s. devout kifles, of your Blefled, 
"lus Scotiz, Henricus de Sanctociaro, PC MIPPY Tee. 

_ Je Grahame» Davis de Lin deley , Moſt boly Farherand Lord, we know, and ga- 
W ultein us C iy hants Þ arricims de Grahame, 

Toarnes de Fentcn » Wullielnus de Abernethie » David de W eyms, Wulizelms de 
Monte fixo. Fercuſins de Ardrolin, Enfuchins de Maxwell, Wulelnmus de Ramfay, 
W ihein.us de Monte alro, Alanus de Moravia, Dovenaldus C ampbell, Toannes C ame 
burn, Regmalaus le Chen, Alexanger de Seton, Anarew de Leſcelyne , & Alexander 
de Straron, cxrcrique Barones & L ibere-tenentes, ac tota Communitas Regni Sco:145 


omnimodam Revercntiam kilialem, cum devoris peduin oſculis beatorum. Scimus 
Az fancy 


- 24. 


- 


Wu bd 
fndiffime Pater & Domine,& ex ant1quo- ther from ancient as, and records, that in every fas +» 


. rum Geſtis & Libris coiligimus, q uod 1n- mous Nation,this of Scor/and hath been celebrat with 


ter c#teras Nartiones-egregias, noſtra ſciz. Many praies: This Narzop having come from Syrhie 
the greater, through the T uſcan Sea, and by Herewules 


S cororut Natio, multis Fr Es FuUCrit 1n- pillars,and having for — taken irs reſidence 11 
dignita : Quz de major 'Scythia per Mare Spazz in the midit ofa moſt fierce people,could never 
Tirenum, & Columnas Herculis tranſt- be CROUgNE n guy" en by any _ mo HO 
| l 4 . rous ſocyer : And having removed from thefe parts 
: 1 er = ; parts, 
ens, & 1n Hiſpania er feroc _— po above 1200 years after the coming of the 1ſrae- 
multa temporum Curriculas Telgens , a {s:es out of Egypt, did by many Vidories and much 
Nullis-quantumcunque ' Barbaricis poterat toile, obtain theſe parts in the Weſt, which they 


alicubi ſubguoari: Indeaue veniens oft {111 polleſs, having expelled the Britons, a dinrire- 
alicu by vt, J he” ly rooted out the Pects, notwithſtanding of the 


mille & ducentos RIGS & tranfiru P opuli I. frequent aſſaults, and invaſions they mett with from 
raclitici, fibi ſedes in Occidente quas Nunc the worvegrans, Danes, and Erglich; And theſe 


obtinet, expulſis Britonibus, & Pictis parts, and o""—_ they have alwayes rerained 
ree from all manner of Servitude, and Subjcctions 


ino iS, l1 Torwepienſes ape 0" 
omn1gno _— _ per Norweg! F ? asancient Hiſtories do witneſs. , 
Danos, & An os 1Zp1Us 1M pugnata 1UC- Thijs 75zgdom hath becn governed by an uninter- 
rit, multis ſib1 ViEtoriis, & Laboribus upted ſucceſſion of 113 Kingsall of our own Native & 


lurimis adquifivit:; 1pfalgue ab om- Royal ſtock, without the intecveening ofany ſtranger. 
24r b. Ay eaves. The true Nobilty and Merits of thoſe Promces and 


nl ſervitute hiberas ut priſcorum teſtantur OT. brow _ this cus 
hiſtorie, ſemper tenuit. In quorum Reg- conſideration, ( tho' there were no other evidence 


no, centum & tre{decem Reges de ipforum torir, Thar the , Kg of Kngs, the Lord fas 
Chrit, after his paſhon, and' Reſurreftion, he- 


1 proſapta, nullo alienigena interve- | n., . Te 
Regal I Rs g Noble noured them as it were the firſt, ( though living in 
zgente. Regnaverunt. Quorum Nobllta lun eiils of the Earth ) with a Ca/l to his 
tes & merita, licet ex aliis non clarerent, moſt holy Farth : Neither would our Saviour have 


 atis tamen patenter effulgent, ex eo quod on ——— in or Cane = Bac "= 
ING R]$S. cr initrument, than his own firit 4pottie, { tho* 

Rex Regum +> 0RRER mr = | in order the ſecond or third ) St. Andrevy the n oft 
T'US, poſt Pa 10nem & Re UTTECTIONCIM worthy Brother of the Bleſed Perer,whom he would 
ſuama, iplos in ultimis Terrz ftinibus con- alwayeshayeto be over us,as our patron,or protector. 
Kirutos, quaſi primos, ad ſuam Fidem San- - Upon the weighty Co TR On chi 
_— _—_ ; _ ourn.oft holy Fathers, your Predeceſiors, cid with. 
Qifſimam,convocavit: Nec eos,per quem many oreat and firgular favours. and priviledoes 
: a | i led )£ h DO. ; P = i 
bber in dia fide , confirmari voluit, fe fence, and ſecure this Kingdon » and Feople as 


per ſuum primum Apoltolum quamy1s _ the peculiar charge , and care, of the 
« , C . . oo ” » 1 - - 
Ordine lecundum vel tertium , {an&tum Brother of St. Zerer ; {© that our [Nation hath hi- 
therto livedin freedom and quietnets > under their 


eZndream mceritiſhmum beat Perr: Ger- 
manum, quem ſemper iplis przefſe voluit ur Patronum. Hac autem fanttifimi 
Patres & Predeceflores veſtri 'o.icita mente penſantes, lum Regnum & Populum, 
ut beati. Perrs Germani peculium, mulris Favoribus & privilegits quamplurimis mus 
: © VE . | LS. "IRE" 
atverunt. Itaque Gens noſtra , tub iplorum protectione, libera bactcuus GEgUIT ST 
TN BY os,” | quicta. 


e 


quieta;z donec Me. Princeps Magnificus 


Rex e'ng/orum Edvvuaraus, Pater iftius qui 


nunc eſt, Regnum noſtrum Acephalum , 


Populumg) nullius mali aut doli conſctum, 


nec Bellis aut in{ultibus tunc aſſuetum, ſub 
2mici & confoederati ſpecie, innumerabili- 
ter infeſtavit: Cujus Injurias, Cades & vi- 
olentias» Predationes, Incendina, Prelato- 


rum-Incarceratrones, Monaſteriorum-Com- 


buſtiones, Religiolorum Spoliarttones, & 
Occiliones, alia quoque Enormia, que 3n 
dicto populo exercuit, nulli parcens /Erati 
aut Sexui » Religioni aur Ord , nullus 
ſcriberet , necad plenum intell1gerer , nf 
quem E.xpericntia informaret. A quibus 
malis innumeris, ipfo juvante qui polt vul- 
nera medetur & fſanat , Liberati ſumus per 
ſeneriſimum Principem, Regem & Domt- 
num noſtrum, Dominum Rubertym, qui 
pro Populo & Hzreditate ſu1s, de Manibus 
1nimicorum hberandis, quaſi alrer A74cca- 
begs, aut /ojuc Labores & 1 dia, Inedt- 
a5& Lericula. lzto ſuſtinuit animo: Quem 
etiam Divina Diſpolitio, & juxta Leges & 
Conſuetudines nottras,quas ulque and mor- 
tem {uſtinere volumus. Juris Sucr ello, & 
debitus noſtrorum Conſenſus & Atlentus, 
noſtrum tecerunt #rincpem atque Regem. 
Cui tanquam 111 per quem lalus in Populo 
facta eſt pro noſtra Liberrate ruenda, tam 


Jure quam Merits tenemur, & volumus in 


omnibus auhzrere. Quem, {1 ab inceptis 
defrfter, Reg fn lor #3 AUT 2. 1:08 NOS 
aut Regnum noltrum voiens ilubjicere » tan- 
quam nmmicum nO{trums & fu noſtrique 
Juris +ubvertorem {tatim expeilere nirere- 
mur; & alium Regem n-ttrum, quad de- 


feniionem nol 


EE : "4 - x. 
quam 4475-61 ut COMINIO aliquatenus Volumus lubjugart. 


5 ) - 
prnnetiony » till the Magnificent, Ring "Elvarts 

ather to the preſent img of England, did undeC 
the colour of Friendship, ard allyance , or confe- 
deracie, with innumerable opprefiions infeſt us whe 


minded no fraud or deceit, at a time when we. were 


withouta Kszg or Head, and when the People wera 
unacquainted with warres and invaſions. It is impol- 
ible tor auy whole ovvn experience hath nor infor- 
med him todeſcribe, or fully ro underſtand, the in- 
Juris, Blood, and violence , the depredations and 
hre, the impriſouments of Pre/ates, the burning, 
ſlaugiter ad robberie commurrcd upon holy perions 
and Religious Houſes, and a vaſt multitude of other 
Barbarities, vvhich that Xzng exccurc on this People 
vvithour {paring of any Sex , or age, Religion, or 
order of men yvhatloever. 

Bur at length ir pleaſed God, vvho only can heal 
after vyounds, to reſtore us to Libertie, trom theſe 
innumerable calamities, by our molt Serene Prence 
Ang and Lord Robert, vwvho for the delivering of 
his People and his ovvn Rightful Inheritance from 
the Encmies hand, did like another ; c{:4, or Mac- 
cateus moſt cheartully midergo all manner of toyke 
fatigue, hardship, and hazard. The Divine Pro- 
vidence , . the right of Succeisron by the Lavvs. 
and Cuſtoms of the Kingdom (vvhich vve vvill de- 
tend till death ) and the due and Lawfull Conſent, 
& Alient of all t&e Peopie,made him our &Krzg and 
Prizce. To him vweare oblidged, and retolved ro 
adi:erc in allthings , borh upon the account of his. 
right, and his ovvn merit, asbeing the perſon 
vvho hath reſtored the people's fatery , in deſence 
of their Liberties, Bur alter all, 1f this Prazce 

hall leave thele principlcs be bath fo nobly purſued, 
aud content that vve or our Kingdom be Subjected 
rothe King or people of England , vve vvill imme- 
dizrly en:dcavour to expell him, as our Fremy and 
as the $zbverter, both of his ovvn avd our nights , 
and vill make another Xzzg , vvho vvill defend 
our Liverties: For ſo long as there $hall but one 
hundred of us remain alive, vec vvill never give con- 
lent ro {ubject our fclves to the Dow mice of the 
Engiiſh. For n is not Glerys it iSnot Prehes , 
notheris it Homenr, bur it 1s Lilerty alone that vve: 
tcar, ard contend for , vehich ro Honeſt mart 
viilllofe , butwvvitch his i1fe, | # 

For the'e reaſons, off Nevercnd Falter and Lord, 


ram futhciet, faciemus:Quiaquamdiu Centum vivi remanſerint, nunce- 


Nen enim propter Glo=- 


. We 1 f *1 ; 
riam Devitias aur Honores pugnamus, fed proprer Libertarem folummodo, quam ne= 


mo bunus wifi ficmul cum vita amittit, Hanc elf, 


Reverende Parer ac Domaine, 


quod: 


# 


F "Re <4 hh 4 
_ W_ _ K 
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entes in pace dimitrat. 
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4nod Santitatem veſtram, cum omni Prie* yye 40 vvith moſt carneſt prayers, from our bended 
cum inſtantia, Genu flexis Cordibus exo- 
ramus; Quatenus fincero corde, menteque * 
p14 recenſentes, quod apud eum cujus vices 


Knees and Hearts, beg, and eutreat , your Holmne{s, 
har you may be pleated vvith a ſincere, and cor- 
ial piety, to coniider , that vvith ham, vvhoſe 
Vicar on Earth you are, there is no reſpect nor diſtin- 


1n terris geritiss non (ic pondus, & pondus, Aion of Fevv, nor Greek, Scors, nor Engiith, and 
nec diltin&tio ] ude1 & Grxeci; Scori aut that vvith a render and Fatherly eye, you n:ay look 


Anglici, tribulationes & anguſtias nobis & 


Ecclehz DE! illaras ab Anglicis, paternis 


oculis intuentes; Regem Anglorum , cu1 
ſufficere debet quod poſſidet, cum olim An. 
glia ſeprem aut pluribus ſolebat futhcere 
Regibus, monere & exhortar1 dignemini,ur 
Nos Scotos in exili degTtes Scotia ultraquam 
habiratio non eſt, nihalq; nifi noſtrum cupt- 

Cui pro noſtra pro- 
curranda quiete quicquid he een ad ſta- 
tun. noſtrum reipeCtu habito, hoc facere 
volumus cum effe&tu. Veſtra enim inter- 
eſt , Sante Pater, hoc facere, qui #aga- 
norum feritatem, Chriſtianorum culpis 
exigentibus, in Chriſtianos ſevientem aſpi- 
Cir1s, & Chriſtianorum terminos arCtari in- 


upon the calamities , and {trairs, brought vpou ug, 
and the Church of God by the Engliſh ; and thar 


you may admcnish, ard exhort the A 7g of 


England, ( vvho may vvell reſt fatisLed vvith his* 


own poſieſiions , ſince that XK77gdom of old ulcd to 
be lufficient for ſeven or moe Kings) to ſutierus to 
live at peace 11 that narrovy ſpot ot Scorland, beyond 
vvhich vve have no habiration, fince vve defire no- 
thing but our oven, end vve on our patt, ag farr 
as vve are able, vvith reſpect to our ovvn condition, 
Shall efteually agree to him in every thing that 
may procure our quiet. 

Itis your concernment, Mof? Holy Father, to in- 
terpoſe in this, vrhen you ſee hovy farr the Vio- 
lence, and Barbaritie of the Pagans is let looſe to 
rage againſt Chriſtendom for puniShing of the 


fins of the Chriſtians, and hovy much they day- - 


ly encroach upon the Chriſtian Territories, And it is 
your intereſt ronotice , that there be no ground 


given for refleing on your memory, if you should 


dies : Quare ne quid veltrz SanCtitatis me- gal, or Ecclipfe ( vyhich vve pray G6d may prevent) 
moriz deroget , & 11, = abſir , Eccle- during your times. 


fia in aliqua ſui parte veſtris temporibus pa- 
tiatur Ecclipſin aut Scandalum, vos videri- 
tis. Exhorrtert 1gitur Chriſtianos principes, 

:11, non caulam ut cauſam ponentes, ſe 
"3 6 in ſublidium 'Terrz ſanctz, prop- 
ter guerras quas habent cum proxim1s ire 
non poſle: Cujus impediment1 cauſa eſt 
verior, quod, in minoribus proximis de- 


bellandis, urilitas propior & reliſtentia $ 


debilior zxſtimantur. Sic quam lzto corde 


 ditus Dowinus Rex noſter, & nos , {1 Rex 


Anglorum nos 1n pace dimitter, illuc ire- 
mus; qui mh] 1pnoret fatis novit: Quo 


Ler it therefore pleaſe your Holineſs, to exhort 
the Chriſtian Princes, not to make the vrarres be- 
tyvixt them and their Neighbours, a pretext for not 
going to t:.e relief of the Holy Lund, fince that 
1s not the true cauſe oft: eimpediment : The tru- 
er | pre of it is, that they have a much nearer proſ- 
pect of advantage » and farr leis oppoſition , in the 
{ubduing of their weaker Neig hbours. And God 
( vvhois Ignorant of nothing) kno s, with how 
much cheartulneſs, both our +ing, and we w culd 
goe thi. her, 11 the King of Erg/and would leaye us 
in peace , and wedoe : ereby efiiffe and declare it 
to thc Vicar of Chrr/f, and roall Chrifendow. 

But, if your Helyneſs,chill be roo credulous of the 


Englich miſrepreſcnrations, and not give firm credir 
g fo vyhat we have aid, nordefilt to f: yur the 


CHRISTI Vicario totique Chriſtianitati oftendimus & teſtamur. Quibvs 6h San- 


Ritas veſtra Anglorum reiatibus nimis credula, hdem finceram non adhbat , aut ip- 


{is 


ee ha 


ſuffer any part of the Church, to come under a ſcan» - 
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fs in noſtram confufionem favere non defi- Englich , to our deftruftion; wee muft believe thar 
the Mo/7 _ will lay to your charge, all the Blood, 


nat 3 corp TUM excidia, anmarum exitta» | Eo S, and other calamirics that shall follow 
& cXtera quz ſequentur incommodaz qQUEZ on either hand , betwixt us and them. 


ipfi in nob1s, & nos 1n ipſ1s fecerimus,vobis Your Holineſs in granting our juſt deſires, will 
ab Altiſſimo credimus imputanda. Ex quo 9Þlidge us ineyery cale , wacre our dury Shall re- 
quire1t, to endeayour your ſatisfaction, as becomes: 


Jumus & EFTRESS: 202 his quz teneMuTrs tans thc obedicnt Sons of the Vicar of Chriſt. 

quam obedientiz filit, vobis ranquam ipſius We commit the defence of our cauſe, to him 

Vicario in omnibus complacere ; ipique w ho is the Soveraigne Ksng and Judge, we caſt th2 

tanquam ſummo Regi & Judici, cauſam On of CUI 9 eng _ _— _ 
Ar. p "7 \ Cont an 11ue as may give rength, and courage to us, a 

rum noſtrum jaCtantes in ipſo, ſperantelſque /ong preſerve your Serenity, and Holyneſs to his 

finem, quod in nobis virtutem faciet, & #9!) Church, | 

ad mibiluim rediget hoſtes noſtros. Sereni- Given at the Monaſtry of Aberbrothock in Scot- 

tarem & Sanctiratem veſtram conſervet Al- 1,24, the Sixth day of April , inthe year of Grace 

tiſimus Eccleſiz tuz fantz per tempora M. CCC, XX, And of our ſaid King's reign the 

diaturna. Datum apud Monaſterium de XV. year, 

«-berbrothock in Scotta, lexto die eApriltss 

Anno Gratiz mileſimo trecenteſimo v ice- 

fimo, Anno vero Regni Regisnoſtri ſupra- 

dicti , quintodecimo. 


FINIS 


